BROMELIAD OF THE YEAR - Aechmea luddemanniana marginata 'Mend'

by JEAN MERKEL in J Brom Soc 21(6): 123-4. 1971

The thrill of finding a mutation does not come too often in the course of a lifetime. This variant occurred in a flat of seedlings in 1960. The margins of the small seedling were nearly white for the first few months. When transplanted and given more light, a blushing pink began to show. In the second year when placed under slat-shade conditions of filtered sunlight the bright pink color appeared.

The numerous leaves form rosettes of 60 cm in diameter. The variegated margin of the leaves is from 1 to 1¼ cm wide. Each leaf is from 35 to 40 cm long and 5 to 6 cm wide. Measurements are taken from a nearly mature plant.

As with all variegations the question arises whether this plant will reproduce itself in the same true marking. It was with great relief after the first flowering to see the suckers come with the original bright pink coloration. The growth habit conforms

in every respect to the normal A. luddemanniana species from Mexico. Seedlings were raised from the mutant and all of the seedlings came plain green.

The clonal name of 'Mend' was chosen from the initials of four persons involved

in the life history of the seedling: M-for my wife, Mildred Merkel; E-for Edward

Ensign who sowed the seed; N-for Julian Nally who gave the seed to Mr. Ensign;

and D-in memory of Ralph Davis, who encouraged me to propagate the plant.

This Aechmea received an AWARD OF MERIT from the Royal Horticultural

Society of England in the Chelsea Flower Show of May, 1971.

There is another variegated form of A. luddemanniana from Mexico which has

the variegation in parallel lines throughout the leaf. This is often referred to as

"striated."    

ANOTHER GOOD LOOKER MAKES ITS DEBUT by ERVIN WURTHMANN in J Brom Soc 21(6): 124. 1971  ( Butcher’s comment 2010 – I wonder what cultivar name this was given?)

Aechmea luddemanniana var. variegata was first observed by the writer in a private garden in Fortin de las Flores, State of Vera Cruz, Mexico, in October, 1967. It was rumored at that time that the plant was first collected by a Mexican guide who lives in that area.

Its leaves are characterized by grass-green outer margins, approximately ¼ the width on each side of the leaf. The center bands running longitudinally are chartreuse grading into carmine. The color in the center bands intensifies toward deeper carmine

with the advent of cooler days and longer nights. The variegation seems to remain

constant in the offsets.

The plant is similar to Aechmea luddemanniana in size and conformation, but is of somewhat slower growth habit. Culture would be the same as for the type plant, although the variegated form would prefer to grow somewhat more moist.

As propagation is limited to the formation of offsets, this variety will be somewhat rare for a considerable length of time.                       

